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Recently, the National Board of Trustees met in the city of Los
Angeles to develop the last stage of consolidation of our new
Strategic Planning, where we had the participation of our
national committees, professional chapters, faculty advisors,
past presidents, and the special participation of several strategic
advisors from different areas of knowledge. They all provided
valuable feedback on how to redirect the HDA for the next
2024-2027 HDA Strategic Plan to be implemented starting
June 2024. We appreciate the leadership and hosting of the
Greater Los Angeles Chapter in this extraordinary meeting and
social activities.

The Hispanic Dental Association has
begun the first quarter of this year
with many challenges and activities as
a preamble to the celebration of our
first 35 years of existence in 2025.

 Continue on Page  2
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President´s Message

REGISTRATION
IS OPEN
REGISTRATION
IS OPEN

Likewise, the different HDA teams, including our student
trustees, the student committee, and faculty advisors, will
continue working intensely to provide two academic events
next summer in New York. The regional Student will take place
at the NYU School of Dentistry facilities on June 20, 2024, with
the participation of exceptional guests such as Dr. Eduardo
Rodriguez, MD DDS, who is the Chair of the Hansjörg Wyss
Department of Plastic Surgery at NYU Langone.

https://www.hdassoc.org/
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PAST 2024 CE SERIES
These were educational series in
January, February and March, 2024.
 

JANUARY 25
A Comprehensive Approach to
examination and Diagnosis of
Periodontal Disease -  Part I / 1 CE
By Dr. Natalia Garcia

FEBRUARY 29
TMJ Disorder & Pain Management
By Dr. Patricia Schiemann

MARCH 20
US Minority Dental Workforce:
Findings and Challenges from
Secondary Data Analysis
By Dr. Martha Mutis & Dr. Rosa
Chaviano Moran
Hosted by: Dental Professional Advisory
Committee - Minority Initiatives
Subcommittee (DePAC - MIS)

MARCH 28
Traumatic Dental Injuries
By Dr. Vasiliki Kytridou

At the same time, other HDA national
teams such as the educational,
financial, communications,
international dentists, journal,
research, and executive committees
are working to give us a great 2024
Annual Meeting in White Plains on
June 21 and 22, 2024. We will "honor
the past and embrace the future" this
year during our academic events. This
2024 version will have the
participation of more than 30 experts,
including speakers and panelists,
providing a thematic update in general
and specialized areas of dentistry and
professional development.

Likewise, we are honored and excited
by the two grants the two HDA teams
recently received. The service and
outreach team received a 250k grant
from the Delta Dental Foundation to
strengthen and expand the BOLD
program nationwide. Additionally, the
research team received a fourth grant
from CareQuest, reaching the
milestone of 1 million of dollars for the
HDA Research Initiative 2021-2024.
These two significant efforts of the
HDA are focused on strengthening
our voice in achieving more equitable
oral health and improving access to
health services and studies in dental
programs by our Hispanic minorities.

 ...Continuation
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Interim Executive Director´s Message 

“The only way to do great work is to love what you do” –
Steve Jobs

Happy Spring! The HDA is starting the year off in full swing. Your board of trustees

and chapter leaders started the year with a fruitful strategic planning meeting that

reinvigorated our spirits and delivered a guide for our committees to further

deliver the mission and vision of the HDA. We are readily preparing for the Annual

Meeting and are excited to unveil some new initiatives our committees are working

hard to launch this year such as our Virtual Learning Academy, International

Dentist Workshops, and the expansion of our BOLD program with the help of

advocates across the nation. Our leadership teams are doing great work for our

members and the communities they serve. We are so grateful to our volunteer

members and leaders for their dedication and support and especially grateful to

our partners and sponsors for their support in making these events, grants, and

scholarships opportunities possible for our members. 

MARCH 2024

Also, starting this year, the Hispanic
Dental Foundation announced a
milestone it has been working towards
since 1990: awarding One Million
Dollars in Hispanic Dental
Scholarships to support Hispanic
Students in dental, dental hygiene,
dental residencies, and advanced
standing programs.

This March, we begin by celebrating
Share a Smile Day and will also be
celebrating several important days,
such as Dental Assistants Recognition
Week and National Dentist Day.
Likewise, we extend a special greeting
to all Hispanic women in dentistry
who represent us in the best way
every day in this Women's History
Month.

Thank you for your spirit of service;
our organization has achieved all
these 2021-2024 strategic plan
achievements thanks to the
volunteerism of all our national and
local teams. #SomosHDA
#WeAreHDA

Martha Mutis, DDS, MPH, cMBA,
EdD, FICD
President Hispanic Dental Association

2024 CE SERIES
Mark your calendar!
 

APRIL 11
Cafe y Mas Panel Webinar- 
Public Health & Service

APRIL 16
International Dentist Panel
Webinar- Journey to licensure

APRIL 24
Teeth vs. Implants: Understanding
Efficient Treatment Plan
Sequencing 
Speaker: Dr. Roger Arce / 1 CE

MAY 23
Opportunities and Challenges in
Digital Orthodontics 
Speaker: Dr. Claudia Cruz

2

https://www.hdassoc.org/index.php?option=com_jevents&Itemid=115&task=.
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As your President last year, I was so

proud to lead this great organization

and saw its potential and how far we’ve

come in these last 35 years. I am happy

now to be able to step into this role as

Interim Executive Director to help

continue to guide the organization and

its amazing efforts that benefit our

communities and beyond. We hope to

see each of you participating in our

webinars, outreach events, and joining

your HDA familia at our Annual

Meeting.

At your Service,

Christina Meiners

 ... Continuation
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Mark your calendar!.
 

JUNE 20
HSDA Student Regional in NYU,
School of Dentistry, NY

JUNE 21-22
Annual Meeting in White Plains, NY

JUNE 27
Special Needs: Beyond the needs
Speaker: Dr. Geraldine Edrei

2024 CE SERIES

http://www.hdassoc.org/hda-membership-benefits


MARCH 2024
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https://www.hdassoc.org/join-today
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STRATEGIC PLANNING MEETING

On the weekend of February 17th,

the Hispanic Dental Association’s

Board of Trustees (BOT) gathered in

Los Angeles for the 2024-2027

Strategic Planning Meeting. 

The HDA BOT was joined in person

and virtually by strategic advisors,

past presidents, chapter leaders,

faculty advisors, committee leaders, 

 and the HDAF to shape the future of

this organization. Thank you to Dr.

Yanina Jouzy, HDA Trustee and past

Secretary and the Greater Los

Angeles HDA chapter for hosting the

meeting. Thank you to our sponsor,

Aava Dental for their support.

The future of HDA is bright and it’s

because of our members, leaders, and

partners. #somoshd

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTERQUARTERLY NEWSLETTER  
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Scientific Journal:

MARCH 2024

However, we welcome submissions from all areas of dental

research and practice. Our journal follows a rigorous peer-

review process to ensure the quality and validity of the

published articles. Our team of experienced reviewers and

editors will provide constructive feedback and guidance to

help refine your manuscript and ensure it meets the highest

standards. To submit your research for consideration, please

visit our website (www.hdassoc.org) and follow the

instructions provided. Should you have any questions or

require further information, please do not hesitate to reach

out to our editorial team. We look forward to receiving your

submission and working with you to share your valuable

research with the dental community. Thank you for

considering the Journal of the Hispanic Dental Association as

a platform for publishing your work.

Finally, I would like to express my appreciation to the entire

HDA community for your continued support and

commitment. Together, we will continue to make a positive

impact on the oral health of our Hispanic population and

contribute to the advancement of the dental profession.

Wishing you all the best,

Luis Camilo Yepes, DDS, FICD.
President Elect Hispanic Dental Association 

Editor – In Chief 

Journal Hispanic Dental Association

updates and exciting news regarding the Journal of the

Hispanic Dental Association. Being one of the bilinguals

(English/Spanish) Oral Health publication in the United States

Library of Congress in both printed and digital format. 

The Journal of the Hispanic Dental Association serves as a

cornerstone of our organization, providing a platform for

dental professionals to share their research, knowledge, and

expertise with the dental community. It is a testament to the

incredible talent and dedication within our association. In the

upcoming edition of the journal, Minority Dental Workforce,

we are proud to present a diverse range of articles that cover

a wide array of topics relevant to our field. From clinical

research and case studies to advancements in technology and

innovative treatment approaches, our goal is to showcase the

breadth and depth of talent within our community. We are

committed to providing our readers with the latest updates on

HDA initiatives, events, and educational opportunities. This

edition will include information on upcoming webinars,

workshops, and conferences that aim to enhance professional

development and promote cultural competency. I would like

to extend my gratitude to the authors, reviewers, and

contributors who have made this edition of the Journal of the

Hispanic Dental Association possible. Your dedication to

advancing dental research and education is truly inspiring. I

encourage all members to take the time to read the journal

and engage with the content. Your support and feedback are

essential in shaping the future direction of the journal and

ensuring its relevance to our community.

In  addition, on  behalf of the  Journal of the Hispanic Dental

Association, I am writing to extend an invitation to publish

your research in our esteemed journal. As I mentioned before,

we are dedicated to promoting diversity, advancing oral

health research, and showcasing the contributions of Hispanic

dental professionals. Publishing your research in our journal

will provide you with a platform to share your findings,

insights, and expertise with a wide audience of dental

professionals, researchers, and educators. Your work will

contribute to the body of knowledge in the field of dentistry

and make a positive impact on the oral health of the Hispanic

population. We are particularly interested in research articles,

clinical case studies, literature reviews, and innovative

treatment approaches that address oral health disparities,

cultural competency, and advancements in dental technology. 

Dear Members,

I hope this message finds you well.  As the
Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of the
Hispanic Dental Association    (JHDA),   I  
am   thrilled  to  share  with  you the latest

2
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Attn: Students and HSDA Chapters

The Hispanic Dental Association Foundation Scholarship is still open for another month. Apply today for your chance at

receiving up to $5,000 towards your dental education. For more information, visit:

hispanicdentalassociationfoundation.org

Also, the Nuestros Niños competition is now open until May 3rd! This competition is designed to address oral health care

issues, including prevention and oral care strategies for Hispanic children under the age of 18. This is also another

opportunity to be awarded up to $5,000! 

Should you have any questions, email membership@hdassoc.org 

#somosHDA #HDAcares

MARCH 2024
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https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fhispanicdentalassociationfoundation.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR36mL4zhaY2q2XbIfAwT3zuy5OlEcfAcJVavb0s6_8qm1iE4A7AIQvy09k&h=AT2VXxxN40a_MvpohwGCVP_rLPNVNHenB3h76qfh_PdR5fDED80lNIAgu5HKjEqZp4Y7Yhh0ealaJRlG-fpsvd_boKr85cuN2oSdOKv1mZHXdvaxsphM3GUi4xVs9FYHDw&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT16ArSXgEMakNHFpyy23KgFxqoLiEaQDATsTvydKTyRfsQkpdCOLJL4f5czADLnQUqjdTEBZn2BUPp_T1dEL29hZkHEw5dMN-68f0m7XGrlfmmPHeJ9xZN3Hl-KSzaUCCC_qljep-h6stu0M49RfMPWYPTD3DzfNop_wkH5KHz8hAf-2QkSDYTbge_xVcQ79cqDzEbQEHfp
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/somoshda?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXyOnKWVAmJcFsJ_T93foK1kPIbrR4elbhyK4i1fJOt_GpewPxm13JGemRVreSq816uPcPQft6EgRGMv6Ybm6rMk_4ZRxgv9FQmi4A3kiEPGWSnJ8olfkHX7sE9svyH7E8QTqTM-GfacX6HSu-jdffu-Bf1JCMS3xYvfyzJezFURbRyYBn21sTfcuS2wwznHT4&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/hdacares?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXyOnKWVAmJcFsJ_T93foK1kPIbrR4elbhyK4i1fJOt_GpewPxm13JGemRVreSq816uPcPQft6EgRGMv6Ybm6rMk_4ZRxgv9FQmi4A3kiEPGWSnJ8olfkHX7sE9svyH7E8QTqTM-GfacX6HSu-jdffu-Bf1JCMS3xYvfyzJezFURbRyYBn21sTfcuS2wwznHT4&__tn__=*NK-R


The award-winning students’ HSDA

Chapters will also receive $500.

Students must be members of the

HSDA and the faculty advisors must be

members of the HDA. 

HSDA students must submit their final

case study to HDA by May 3, 2024 for

consideration. The submission should

include a written report with charts and

images used. Please submit to

membership@hdassoc.org. 

Submissions will be reviewed by a panel

of judges consisting of HDA members

and Colgate employees and be

evaluated on the following criteria; 1)

thoroughness of dental evaluation and

treatment plan (30%), 2) consideration

of cultural and socioeconomic factors

MARCH 2024

Colgate Oral Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

and The Hispanic Dental Association

(HDA) invite you to participate in

Nuestros Niños, a program designed

to address oral health care issues,

including prevention and oral care

strategies for Hispanic children less

than 18 years of age. Students are

invited to present a case study with a

Hispanic pediatric patient. This case

study should include: full medical and

dental history, restorative and

periodontal charting, radiographic

images, models, all diagnostic tools

used to develop the treatment plan,

complete the treatment plan,

preventive treatment, oral hygiene

recommendations and patient

outcomes.

All patient images, names, contact

information, and identifiers must be

blocked or deleted to mask the

identity of the patient to comply with

HIPAA. If required, also submit

consent release forms signed by the

parent or patient prior to submission.

$5,000 will be awarded to the winning

case study and $3,000 to the runner

up student with the case studies that

most closely meet the criteria. The

two student awardees, along with one

faculty advisor from each school, will

receive funding to attend the Hispanic

Dental Association Student Regional

Meeting on June 20 2024 at the NYU

School of Dentistry - NYC, NY. The

winners will present their case studies

during the meeting. The trip portion

of the prize may be canceled without

liability or substitution of another

prize if Sponsor reasonably believes

such termination or change is

advisable due to the COVID-19

pandemic, or if the HDA meeting is

canceled or postponed.

Winners will be
announced on May

10, 2024 
Award Ceremony,
Thursday, June 20,

2024 
Hispanic Dental

Association Student
Regional Meeting

(20%), 3) preventive evaluation and

recommendations (30%), 4) patient

outcomes (20%). Full contest rules can

be found at the link listed below:

https://www.colgateprofessional.com/

students-faculty/awards-programs. 

Winning students may be invited to have
their case studies published on the
Colgate Oral Health Network within the
guidelines of ADA CERP and AGD PACE.
Colgate Oral Health Network is a portal
for continuing education and
development used by dental
professionals worldwide.
(https://colgateoralhealthnetwork.com/)

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTERQUARTERLY NEWSLETTER  
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2024 Orgullo Awards

Join us for the 2024 Crest Oral-B ORGULLO AWARDS! Hosted by our Hispanic Dental Association. This prestigious

competition celebrates and acknowledges outstanding contributions from individuals and student chapters in the field of

preventive dental education. Let’s unite in our pursuit of excellence in Hispanic Oral Health!

Feel free to share this exciting opportunity with your colleagues and peers!

https://www.hdassoc.org/2024-orgullo-contest


MARCH 2024

HDA has partnered with Henry Schein, the National Dental Association and other

professional associations to provide a 1 week summer program for 9th and 10th graders

interested in learning more about careers in dentistry.

Learn more about the SMILE Healthcare Pathway Program and apply today at:

https://ndaonline.org/smile-program/

July 7-11th Meharry Medical College School of Dentistry in Nashville, TN. Application

deadline: March 31st 2024

SP
RE

AD THE WO
RD

!SP
RE

AD THE WO
RD

!

COMING SUMMER OF 2024 FOR UNDERGRADUATE
AND DENTAL STUDENTS AND STUDENTS ENTERING 9TH &
10TH GRADE AT MEHARRY MEDICAL COLLEGE SCHOOL OF
DENTISTRY, NASHVILLE, TN 

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTERQUARTERLY NEWSLETTER  
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& Service & Outreach ProgramsBOLD Program

If you are and HDA member interested in hosting an event within your office, school, or chapter to encourage
young people of color to pursue a career in dentistry apply for an HDA BOLD Grant here:

If you have an service & outreach event to share with HDA please submit our HDA Outreach Event Report here... 

If you are interested in donating to support HDA's future outreach event and continue providing for our
communities of color please donate here...

DONATE 
HERE

HDA Outreach Event Report

HDA BOLD Grant Application

MARCH 2024

In February, we observed National Children’s Dental Health
Month. Despite the conclusion of the celebration, the Hispanic
Dental Association (HDA) and the Hispanic Student Dental
Association chapters continue to promote Children’s Oral
Health. We achieve this by organizing presentations on oral
health care and dental career opportunities. 

Additionally, we encourage applications for our BOLD grant,
which, in collaboration with Colgate, offers up to $1,000 to
support professional and student chapters in their outreach
efforts to schools and individuals who can benefit from this
program.

 For more information, visit: https://www.hdassoc.org/hda-bold-
program or scan the QR code.

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTERQUARTERLY NEWSLETTER  
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Click Here 
to view Part 1

Click Here 
to view Part 2

https://enroll.zellepay.com/qr-codes?data=eyJuYW1lIjoiSElTUEFOSUMgREVOVEFMIEFTU09DSUFUSU9OIiwiYWN0aW9uIjoicGF5bWVudCIsInRva2VuIjoiODU2MjE3ODMzMyJ9
https://enroll.zellepay.com/qr-codes?data=eyJuYW1lIjoiSElTUEFOSUMgREVOVEFMIEFTU09DSUFUSU9OIiwiYWN0aW9uIjoicGF5bWVudCIsInRva2VuIjoiODU2MjE3ODMzMyJ9
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2F5hCTLASfguv9RqXs9&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cfcbb985182f54460863b08db77e6692a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638235603705859187%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4gANuXE%2BbUsBMbjrjQ5q4QT%2FBU5A0HtfXfeWyunht68%3D&reserved=0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScfn1u4lesFjmn8Ra_sqZfh8R7Y_a7TAV7EMxc8_jCqobXlYg/viewform
https://www.carequest.org/system/files/HDA-CareQuest-Institute_Addressing-Oral-Health-Needs-of-Hispanics-in-US_4.26.23.pdf
https://www.carequest.org/system/files/HDA-CareQuest-Institute_Addressing-Oral-Health-Needs-of-Hispanics-in-US_4.26.23.pdf
https://www.carequest.org/system/files/HDA-CareQuest-Institute_Addressing-Oral-Health-Needs-of-Hispanics-in-US_4.26.23.pdf
https://www.carequest.org/system/files/HDA-CareQuestInstitute_Part-2-Addressing-Oral-Health-Needs-of-Hispanics-in-US.pdf
https://www.carequest.org/system/files/HDA-CareQuestInstitute_Part-2-Addressing-Oral-Health-Needs-of-Hispanics-in-US.pdf
https://www.carequest.org/system/files/HDA-CareQuestInstitute_Part-2-Addressing-Oral-Health-Needs-of-Hispanics-in-US.pdf


Don’t forget to submit your outreach events
using the google form located under the

Community Outreach tab on our website or click
in the button below.

We can’t wait to see what our HDA chapters are
doing nationally!

Outreach Form

MARCH 2024

& Service & Outreach ProgramsBOLD Program

A special thank you to HDA International Dentist member, Dr.

Yuliana Alzate Narajo, for answering the call for a Spanish

speaker to present to this elementary school with over 95%

Hispanic children.

The 2nd and 3rd graders learned about brushing, flossing and

meal portions. Volunteers explained the exclusive lunch box

and carrot case. They tag-teamed to translate English to

Spanish, and offered a show and tell description of the braille

ligands on the carrot case that read, “Dental Care in a Carrot.”

Thrilled children were encouraged to look into the reflective

lunch box label that smiles back when you smile, and reads:

 “See Yourself Becoming a Dentist”.

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTERQUARTERLY NEWSLETTER  

A big thank you to HDA members for volunteering their time!

 

On Thursday, February 8 Dr. Ana R. Ortiz and Dr. Maria Oberteicher led the program at Garfield Elementary School for

approximately 190 eagerly awaiting children.

Dr. Ortiz said, “The children absolutely loved the lunch boxes and learned about oral health and prevention of tooth decay.”
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GO ON....
SERVE AND
REACH OUT

RESOURCES FROM HDA TO ELEVATE YOUR IMPACT OF
OUTREACH / SERVICE EVENTS

$250-$1000
available
funding

01
BOLD

Free
toothbrushes

and
toothpaste

The BOLD program is a pre-dental mentorship initiative
promoting dentistry careers to under-represented

minorities through outreach activities for students from
Head Start to High School/Undergraduate levels.
It offers grants of $250-$1000 in partnership with

Colgate to support outreach efforts, with applications
accepted year-round based on availability.

For more information about BOLD or if you are interested in a
BOLD outreach presentation for your school or program please

contact: outreach@hdassoc.org

Colgate has partnered with HDA to help provide
toothbrushes and toothpaste to help in our efforts of

promoting oral health Chapters can apply for supplies up
to 500 kits. Although the supplies are free, there will be

shipping costs.

Visit the link below for more information and application

03
Colgate Van

04
Older Adult

Grant

OLDER ADULTS
ORAL HEALTH PRESENTATION

$250-$500
available
funding

Colgate Bright Smiles, Bright Futures program operates 9
mobile dental vans in the US, providing oral health education

and screenings for children. The vans feature games and
videos to make the experience enjoyable. Each van is 32 feet
long with 2 child-sized dental chairs. Children up to 12 years

old can receive free dental screenings, lasting about two
minutes. After the screening, they receive educational

materials, toothpaste, toothbrush and brushing instructions.

Visit the link below for more information and application

HDA will be providing a one-time grant of $500.00 to
each professional chapter and $250.00 to each student

chapter who provide an already completed HDA
Older Adults Oral Health Presentation (found on our

website) to their local community.
This presentation is intended to empower and educate

caregivers and providers of older adults.

Visit the link below for more information, the completed
presentation and the application.

Free access
to dental

mobile van

Presentation & Application

Resources to HDA are made available when impact is documented by our collective work, please
complete your Outreach Event Report found at the following link after each event

OUTREACH EVENT REPORT

www.COLGATE-MOBILE DENTAL VAN

Form Aplication

02
Oral health

kits

A Children's Oral Health:
Improvement Program

MARCH 2024
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Use the QR Code below
to obtain more

Information

MORE 
INFORMATION HERE

https://qrco.de/bevPel
https://qrco.de/bevPel
https://qrco.de/bevPel
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In this picture: Dr. Mercedes Mota Martinez, Former President of HDA; Dr. Isabel
Garcia, President of the NYHDA participated of this event; and, Dr. Merelyn Hong,
National Board of Trustees among other colleagues.

HDA's Participation in other Societies’ Events

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTERQUARTERLY NEWSLETTER  

21

A special thank you note to Dr. Merely Hong for the
pictures!
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Dr. Ana Lopez-Fuentes serving as the Chair of the
ADEA Board of Directors. HDA was well represented
at the ADEA Annual Session & Exhibition Meeting in
New Orleans. Congratulations on a remarkable year
and for your leadership in both ADEA and the HDA.

Group of doctors, including Dr. Lopez, Dr. Garcia,  Dr.
Mutis &  Dr. Moron, alongside other colleague.

From left: Dr. Herminio Perez,Dr. Ana Lopez,  Dr.
Martha Mutis, Dr. Michelle Thompson, Dr. Elias
Moron & Patricia Caballero, RDH 

HDA's Participation in other Societies’ Events
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Dr. Martha Mutis, Dr. Elias Moron, Dr. Rosa
Chaviano Moran and other colleague.

Dr. Michelle Thompson, Dr. Ana Keohane, Dr.
Alexander Bendayan & Elias Moron.

Dr. Herminio Perez receiving recognition.

From left: Dr. Martha Mutis, Dr. Ana Lopez
Fuentes & Dr. Elias Moron. 
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Dr. Maria Loza, Dr. Martha Mutis, Dr. Katherine
Velasco, Dr. Elias Moron & Dr. Herminio Perez,
refueling energy and relaxing after an extensive
day. 

Doctors smile for the camera and say cheese!
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The annual gala and
inauguration of Dr. Pratix
Shroff as the 2024 president of
The Queens County Dental
Society was a grand event. The
Hispanic Dental Association
(HDA) was well-represented at
the gala. Among the attendees
were past presidents Dr.
Mercedes Mota and Dr.
Amarilis Jacobo, along with the
newly elected 2024 national
president, Dr. Martha Mutis.

The New York Hispanic Dental
Association (NYHDA) also had a
strong presence. Dr. Isabel
Garcia, the newly appointed
2024 NYHDA President, and Dr.
Hernan Garcia, the charter
president, stood alongside past
chapter presidents Dr. Arelys
Garcia and Dr. Hanette Gomez.
Additionally, Aura Ortega,  as
Co-Secretary, Patricia
Caballero RDH as Co-Treasurer,
and Keila Castillo as
Communications Chair.

The event was captured in
photographs, featuring
distinguished figures such as Dr.
Linda Edgar, President of the
American Dental Association; Dr.
Patrix Shroff, President of the
Queens Dental Society; Dr. Chad
Gehani, former President of the
American Dental Association;
U.S. Representative Adriano
Espaillat; Dr. Anthony Cuomo,
President of the New York State
Dental Association; and Dr.
Prabha Krishnan, the newly
elected President of the New
York State Dental Association.

HDA's Participation in other Societies’ Events
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Congratulations Dr Pratix Shroff from the Hispanic
Dental Association 

Our esteemed representatives, alongside the
presence of our president, at the annual gala of
the Queens County Dental Society



In December 2023, the Diverse Dental Society Board of
Trustees made significant leadership appointments within
the Hispanic Dental Association (HDA). 

Dr. Yanina Jouzy has been elected as Vice President, and
Dr. Luis Yepes will serve as Treasurer for the year 2024.
These esteemed positions allow them to represent the
HDA and its members in this vital and diverse dental
organization. 

Let’s extend our warm congratulations to them on their
new roles!
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Recognition

Dr. Luis Yepes visited Nova Southeastern University College of
Dental Medicine to officially designate them as the upcoming
hosts for the 2025 HSDA Student Regional at the school.

In the accompanying photograph, we see Dr. Hal R. Lippman, the
Executive Associate Dean of Operations, Dr. Steven I. Kaltman,
the Dean of NSU’s College of Dental Medicine; and, of course, Dr.
Luis Yepes, the elected president of the Hispanic Dental
Association (HDA).

At the American Dental Education Association (ADEA) Annual
Meeting, Dr. Isabel Rambob, Assistant Dean for Student Affairs
at the OU College of Dentistry, had the privilege of meeting Dr.
Martha Mutis, President of the Hispanic Dental Association
(HDA). Their conversation sparked a vision of collaboration
between two influential organizations: the American
Association of Women Dentists (AAWD) and the HDA.

Dr. Rambob expressed her heartfelt wishes to unite these
forces, creating a stronger, more inclusive dental community
that champions excellence in oral health.

2025 HSDA News!

Empowering Women Dentists: A
Remarkable Encounter

On February 4th, The HDA Board of Trustees had their

Leadership Training today. Thank you for your service and

looking forward to your leadership this year

Leadership Training

HDA News!
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https://www.hdassoc.org/tdsc-benefits
https://www.hdassoc.org/tdsc-benefits
https://www.hdassoc.org/mejor-rx-benefits


CANADA HDA Chapter:

MARCH 2024

Professional Chapters News & Events

Massachusetts Hispanic Dental

Association volunteers attending to

the Yankee Dental 2024 Dental

Congress and helping in the booth. 

Throwing it back to a magical day in

Hamilton, Ontario! Check out this

unforgettable event hosted by the

HDA Canadian chapter on Sep 30,

2023. They crafted an impactful

presentation introducing dentistry

as a career to over 180 eager minds.

It was more than just learning; it

was a fusion of education and

entertainment, creating an

atmosphere where kids had a blast

while diving into the world of

dentistry! Let’s keep spreading

smiles and knowledge! 

MASSACHUSETTS HDA Chapter:

On Feb 24, 2024, The MAHDA chapter held an outreach service at Iglesia El Buen

Pastor in Massachusetts to celebrate the February Oral Kids’ Month. The Give Kids

a Smile Oral Health Fair Education was an incredible opportunity to spread smiles

and promote oral health education! 
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Meet the
2024

Officers
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New Jersey HDA Chapter

Dr. Elisa Velazquez, President

of the NJHDA spent the day

doing free screenings at a local

school educating kids and their

families on the importance of

good oral health to celebrate

Happy Children’s Dental Health

Month! 

Greater San Antonio HDA Chapter
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Professional Chapters News & Events

We are pleased to announce that the state of Michigan has

its chapter of the Hispanic Dental Association. We are

delighted to share the representative team of the

professional dentists’ chapter in Michigan. We anticipate

that this significant step will open doors to further support

the Hispanic community.

On February 21st the Chapter

offered a Dinner and a CE event with

guest speaker & pediatric dentist Dr.

Manuel “Mani” Castillo, where they

learned about tethered oral tissues -

What they are, what issues they may

cause, and ways to identify and treat

patients affected!

Michigan HDA Chapter:

Michigan HDA Chapter volunteering at the Give Kids

a Smile at the University of Michigan
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Chicago HDA Chapter

We are pleased to share that our chapter actively

participated in the Chicago HDA Mixer held from

February 22 to 24. This event provided a valuable

platform for networking, collaboration, and

knowledge exchange within the dental community.

Additionally, our esteemed colleague, Dr. Janina

Jouzy, represented us at the Chicago MidWinter

Meeting. Dr. Jouzy’s engagement and expertise

contribute significantly to our mission of advancing

dental health and education.

We extend our gratitude to the HDA Trustees for

their continued support and dedication to our

cause.



Utah HDA Chapter:
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UTHDA Kick-off meeting. Dr. Tornow and his

team were the host on February 1st

Professional Chapters News & Events

Utah HDA members volunteered at the ‘Give Kids a Smile’ activity at Utah College of Dental Hygiene this past February

24th, where they provided dental hygiene talks to the participants.

On February 26, Give Kids A Smile held an event at

Boston University School of Dentistry where

participants, including other Massachusetts Hispanic

Student Dental Association (HSDA) chapters, had the

opportunity to provide oral health care services. This

initiative aims to support underserved children by

offering free dental education, screenings, and

preventive and restorative treatments.

HSDA Chapters Service & Outreach

Boston HSDA Chapter:
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On January 29th the Sonríe Clinic achieved great success. The clinic

offered free dental care to over 25 patients. This accomplishment

would not have been possible without the dedication of our gracious

student volunteers, faculty, staff, translators, and everyone who

worked tirelessly behind the scenes. We look forward to continuing

this impactful initiative next year

In Florida on February 6th Another fruitful

year collaborating with the “STEAM

Forward at the 13th Ave Dream Center”

Program! A heartfelt thank you to all the

incredible volunteers; your dedication is

invaluable. The success wouldn’t be

possible without each one of you! During

this event,  8 stations were operated,

educating approximately 50 kids on oral

hygiene practices and sharing insights

about dental work. Let’s continue making a

positive impact together! 

Spanish lessons to improve the abilities to

communicate better with Hispanic dental

patients. This class was held thru Zoom Meeting

on February 29th.

MARCH 2024

HSDA Chapters Service & Outreach

Columbia Dental medicine HSDA

East Carolina University SDM

LECOM School of Dental Medicine
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On January 28th, during

Children’s Oral Health

Month, efforts extended to

asylum-seeking families in

New York City (NYC). At the

Open Arms Resource Fair,

volunteers not only

provided dental care but

also connected families with

vital resources such as food

assistance, immigration

services, and health

insurance. The dedication of

NYU HSDA members in

creating a dental home for

these young New Yorkers

was commendable! 

HSDA members at Give Kids a Smile event giving and

spreading smiles and dental health 

On February 13th, the Community Service Chair

representing HSDA in a Community service

lecture for our D2 class

MARCH 2024

HSDA Chapters Service & Outreach

Midwestern University School of Dentistry NY University School of Dentistry

Nova Southeastern University of
Dental Medicine in South FL

Pacific University Dental Medicine

Another day in the Mobile Clinic! Learning how to use the Nomad

for radiographs was a great experience
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An amazing day unfolded on January 28th during the

13th annual Medventure, where we immersed

ourselves in dentistry alongside middle school

students! A heartfelt shout-out to the UTEP pre-

dental volunteers for their invaluable assistance.

Here’s to igniting inspiration in the dentists of

tomorrow! 

HSDA members had a great time teaching pre-dental

student waxing skills we use in dental school. 
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HSDA Chapters Service & Outreach

Texas Tech University HSC

UCLA School of DentistryUCONN University Dental Medicine
Incredible volunteers, HSDA members from UCONN School

of Dentistry, dedicated their time at the Meriden YMCA. They

provided fluoride applications to the children, making a

positive impact on their oral health

UCONN

spreading

the word

about 2024

Student

Regional
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HDA´s Upcoming Events 
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HDA´s Upcoming Events 
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Learn more about HDALearn more about HDA
member perks with Bank ofmember perks with Bank of
America Practice SolutionsAmerica Practice Solutions

and request a freeand request a free
consultation todayconsultation today

LEARN MORE

HERE

https://www.bankofamerica.com/smallbusiness/business-financing/practice-solutions/dentist-loans/
https://www.bankofamerica.com/smallbusiness/business-financing/practice-solutions/dentist-loans/
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https://enroll.zellepay.com/qr-codes?data=eyJuYW1lIjoiSElTUEFOSUMgREVOVEFMIEFTU09DSUFUSU9OIiwiYWN0aW9uIjoicGF5bWVudCIsInRva2VuIjoiODU2MjE3ODMzMyJ9
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Dr. Christina Meiners

https://www.hdassoc.org/mejor-sonrisa-benefits


The HDA is a 501 c (3) non-profit national professional association, with
varied membership, including dentists, dental hygienists, dental assistants,

dental students, administrators and other personnel.

 Established in 1990

HISPANIC DENTAL ASSOCIATION
421 Huguenot Street, Suite 54
New Rochelle, NY 10801
www.hdassoc.org

CONTACT US

FOLLOW US ON

"Become a leading voice for Hispanic Oral

Health in your community and be a member

of the only organization that unites all

members of the oral health team to

represent Hispanic and other underserved

communities."

https://www.instagram.com/hispanicdentalassociation/
https://www.facebook.com/HDAssoc
https://www.youtube.com/hdassoc
https://twitter.com/i/flow/login?redirect_after_login=%2FHDAssoc

